
YKCS Athletics Philosophy

At Yellowhead Koinonia Christian School, we believe that athletics serve as a valuable
extension of our Christian educational mission, fostering the development of the whole
person in a Christ-centered environment. Our athletic program philosophy is guided by the
principles of faith and character, which encompass the concepts of success through skill
and personal development, leadership growth, positive relationships, and the integration of
faith values in all we do.

1. Faith-Based Foundation:
Our athletic program is built upon a strong foundation of faith, recognizing that we are all
children of God and called to live out our faith in all aspects of life, including sports.
We seek to promote a deep and abiding faith in God through athletic participation,
encouraging student-athletes to see the connection between their faith and their athletic
pursuits.
➢ 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NIV) - "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all

for the glory of God."
➢ Colossians 3:17 (NIV) - "And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."

2. Character Development:
We are committed to developing young men and women of strong character who
exemplify Christian values such as love, respect, integrity, humility, and perseverance.
Our coaches and staff serve asmentors and rolemodels, guiding student-athletes to
make choices that reflect those values.
➢ Proverbs 22:1 (NIV) - "A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be

esteemed is better than silver or gold."

3. Academic Excellence and Balance:
We stress the significance of academic excellence, understanding that student-athletes
are students first and athletes second.
We encourage a balanced approach to life that includes spiritual growth, academic
achievement, family, friendships, and athletic pursuits.
➢ Matthew 6:33 (NIV) - "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all

these things will be given to you as well."

4. Success through Development, Not Necessarily Winning:
We believe that the true measure of success in athletics is found in the development of our
student-athletes as individuals, not solely in the number of victories.
Our emphasis is on growth, improvement, and personal development, both on and off the
field, recognizing that the journey is as important as the destination.
➢ Colossians 3:23 (NIV) - "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working

for the Lord, not for human masters."
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5. Inclusivity and Opportunity:
We embrace inclusivity and provide opportunities for all student-athletes, regardless of
skill level, background, or circumstances, recognizing that certain game situations will
require some players to receive more playing time than others.
Our program celebrates diversity and seeks to create an environment where everyone is
valued and empowered to succeed.
➢ Galatians 3:28 (NIV) - "There is neither Jew nor Gentile, … for you are all one in

Christ Jesus.”

6. Growth of Leaders on Teams:
Our athletic program is looking to foster leadership skills among our student-athletes,
empowering them to become leaders not only in sports but also in life.
We recognize that leadership qualities, such as communication, teamwork, and
accountability, are developed through athletic participation and are transferable to all
aspects of life.
➢ 1 Timothy 4:12 (NIV) - "Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young,

but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in
purity."

➢ Proverbs 27:17 (NIV) - "As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another."

7. Sportsmanship and Fair Play:
We emphasize the importance of good sportsmanship and fair play, valuing the spirit of
competition and respect for all individuals involved in athletics.
Our athletes are encouraged towinwith grace and lose with dignity, understanding that
success is not solely measured by victories.
➢ 1 Corinthians 9:24-25 (NIV) - "Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but

only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who
competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will
not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever."

8. Accountability and Consistency:
We hold all participants accountable for their actions, both on and off the field, teaching
responsibility, consistency, and the importance of making ethical decisions.
We believe in the power of consistent effort and commitment in achieving success.
➢ Galatians 6:9 (NIV) - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time

we will reap a harvest if we do not give up."
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9. Positive Connections:
We prioritize building positive and respectful relationships between coaches, parents
and student-athletes, understanding that these connections are essential for growth and
mentorship.
We also encourage the development of strong bonds among our student-athletes,
fostering a sense of community, friendship, and mutual support.
➢ 1 Corinthians 12:26 (NIV) - "If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is

honored, every part rejoices with it."
➢ Romans 12:10 (NIV) - "Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above

yourselves.

Our athletic program is not just about competition; it's about fostering the growth of
well-rounded individuals who embody Christian values. We measure success in the
development of character, leadership, and faith, and we prioritize positive connections
between coaches and athletes. We are committed to providing an environment where these
values are the cornerstones of our athletic philosophy, empowering our
student-athletes to excel in sports and in life.

Our philosophy is directly connected to our Athletics Covenant that goes through specific
points for Student-Athletes, Parents and Coaches. We use the term Covenant as a
reflection of the same term used throughout the Bible between God and his people. For us,
this covenant is based in relationships between the student-athletes, parents and coaches,
and the expectations we have for each group.
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